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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
John 1 v14
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Dear Friends,
A while ago I went to stay with a friend I’ve known from school days for the weekend, and another friend, also from school joined us.  My friend Tina and her husband have been foster carers for a number of years.  A couple of days before I was due to travel down to Kent for the weekend, Tina messaged us to apologise for the fact that her home was likely to resemble a youth hostel.  Not only would the daughter, who still lived at home, and Dan, the lad they were fostering at the time, be there, but another daughter was coming home for the weekend and Dan’s friend, who was in foster care in Hull, would also be visiting.
When we got there, Tina told us how she had sold a pair of Dan’s trainers online and transferred the money to his bank account, so that he had some money to spend while with his friend.  Dan, however, had transferred the funds back, on the grounds that he was saving up for a particular pair of trainers and he was worried that if the money was in his account, he would be tempted to spend it.  When I met Dan and his friend Paul, I was struck at how unlike my perception of teenage boys the two lads were.  They engaged with the family, were extremely well-spoken (no swear words) and very polite.  They fended for themselves in terms of food and cleared up after themselves.
Both of these young men were doing well at school and college and Dan was looking to enrol in a course in motor mechanics.
So, why am I telling you this?  Well, Dan and Paul are in care because they came to this country from Sudan as unaccompanied minors on a small boat via Calais.  Tina recounted to us the journey that Dan had made through Italy and his resilience and bravery throughout.  He fled Sudan after witnessing his father being shot in front of him by rebel soldiers and his brothers being taken captive.  When he arrived in this country, he couldn’t speak a word of English – he applied himself to learning the language by watching films on Netflix!
I tell this story because certain sections of the media like to portray all those coming across on small boats as criminals and scroungers, rather than as human beings who have experienced the trauma of conflict and have had little choice but to flee their homeland and families and seek refuge in a place of safety.
As we approach Christmas, there is part of the Christmas story that we neglect or choose to ignore. It is the part that happens after the wisemen have left. Joseph and Mary take their young son and flee to Egypt as refugees to escape the death penalty placed on Jesus’ head by King Herod.  We know nothing of the time that the family spent in Egypt.  We don’t know how they survived, where they found shelter, who provided them with food and water or how long it was before they could return to their homeland.  It is possibly why we know so little of Jesus’ childhood until the story of him travelling to Jerusalem with his parents, where he was separated from them and found in the Temple speaking with the religious leaders.  How different the Christian story may have been, had Jesus and his family not found a welcome, refuge and support in a foreign land.
As we think of the kindness that must have been extended to Jesus, let us show the same kindness and do whatever we can to treat refugees with respect, acknowledging that they are individuals, loved by God and with a right to live in safety with dignity.
With every blessing for Christmas and the New Year,
Helen
*Please note, all names have been changed to protect identities  

The Christmas Fayre was a great day with so many people visiting and spending over the 4 hours.  You all raised £480 for the church by using the café, £450 for Shelter Bus from stall holder donations and bric a brac, plus £142.50 from the raffle for the Hurricane Appeal.  Well done to all.
PREACHERS AT WEYMOUTH BAY for the coming weeks:
                      all morning services are at 10 30am
7th December 		Flora Waring
14th December		Rev Helen Harrell
21st December		Carol Service at 3pm
				(no morning service)
24th December		Rev Helen Harrell midnight HC
Coffee from 10.45pm service starts at 11.15pm
There is a Christmas Day service being held at Easton Methodist Church at 10am
28th December		Local arrangement
4th January	Rev Gwyneth Owen – covenant service with HC
11th January			Jacqui Trent
18th January	Rev Jane Wilson – United Service with Hope URC at Weybay
		6.30pm	Tim Wells
25th January			Rev Helen Harrell

COMING EVENTS

Concert - Saturday 24th January, Mike Denham Trio
Tickets £12 on door or £10 in advance from Pete 01305 812637
(cash please)

The church Christmas Meal will take place on Saturday, 13th December.  There will be carol singing from noon followed by the meal.  Please add your name to the list at the back of church if you would like to come.

Christmas Cards for church – as last year please bring just one Christmas card with wishes for all your friends in church.  The cards will be displayed near the front door. You can leave a donation which will go to Weldmar.  Money from the Wednesday coffee mornings in December will also go to Weldmar.
Ukraine
Thank you to those who have helped me with collecting needed items to be delivered to Ukraine, now in its fourth year of war after being invaded by Russia.
I believe the next journey by volunteers will include Christmas.
Apart from the welcome gifts of scarves, hats and gloves that people generously gave last year I am also adding children’s items of coloured pencils and books or just paper. Suitable small packets of sweets too.
On the last trip our local drivers visited a hospital where the amputees were and anything to aid walking would also be gratefully received.  I was told they also like to get sweets.
Heather

REGULAR EVENTS 
Coffee Morning Every Wednesday, 10.00a.m. to 12.00 noon - join us for a warm cuppa, homemade cakes, and great company! You get excellent value for money, and a very friendly atmosphere so come along or bring a friend. Stay for a short or a long time, it doesn’t matter, we’d love to see you. It’s all in a good cause too with proceeds going to church funds and the food bank. 
Prayer group - A short time of prayer in the chapel every Wednesday before the coffee morning.  This is a time for you to bring your own anxieties before the Lord and also to pray for the life of our church here at WeyBay and how we can go forward with God.  
Grace Notes singing group meets every Wednesday at 
10.30am. New members always welcome. This is a very informal group with lots of chat and laughter. Come and sing and have some fun.  
Cameo– a fellowship group for ladies, which meets fortnightly on Wednesdays from 2.00p.m. to 3.15p.m.
In a change to the published programme the meeting on 10th December will be “Making a Christmas Arrangement” with Myra. January meetings will be on the 7th and 21st January.
Miscellany The music group meets in the church every Wednesday from 5-6 pm. This is for anyone who plays a musical instrument, however brilliant or rusty you may be. You would be very welcome.  If you are interested speak to Rosemary or Ailsa for further information.
Bible Study Group Meets on Thursday afternoons at 2pm.  This is a very informal group with lots of opportunity for discussion.   This month we will be following an Advent course.  
Dementia Cafe: The drop in cafes for people with dementia and their carers are on Friday 5th December and 2nd January.  An afternoon of fun with activities, music and of course cake. Details from Esme on 01305 812637.
Board games afternoon. Our last board game afternoon for this year is on Saturday, 13th December from 3pm to 5pm.  
Come along and enjoy this fun afternoon for just £2 with light refreshments included.  Why not invite a friend to come with you. Please add your name to the list at the back of church to help with catering.  The Games Afternoons in January, February and March 2026 will be held on the last Saturday in each month.
Thanks 
Garden Gang The next garden working party will be on Saturday 20th December from 9am to noon.  From now on the garden gang will meet on the last Saturday of each month – 31st January will be the first in 2026.  If you would like to help maintain our grounds, please feel free to come and join in.  All help gratefully received. There will be tea, coffee, cake and, of course, great company.

I received the following feedback from St Cyprian’s Church in Nottingham who collected two of our old church chairs with arms:
“Just to say that the two chairs have made a huge difference to our two most frail church members.  Thank you again. God bless, Rev Lee”   This church already had the same type of chairs as us but none with arms.     Jackie

With best wishes for Christmas from the Weybay news team
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