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Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up.

Galatians 6:9
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Minister’s Message
Dear Friends,
Over the past few weeks where the lectionary readings have focussed on the ministry of Jesus, I wonder if you noticed how often the text tells us that Jesus went off to find a quiet place to pray?  Jesus was a devout Jew and, as such, would have followed the daily rhythm of praying three times at morning, midday and evening.  Yet Jesus evidently felt the need to intentionally place himself in the presence of God, outside of those regular prayer times.
I have recently been away on retreat.  I like to try and go on retreat three or four times a year as it is an opportunity for me to be intentional about prayer.  On retreat, my physical needs are attended to as delicious food is prepared and placed in front of me at meal times, which are taken in silence.  I prefer to go on led retreats, where I am given some input and then am sent away to reflect on what I have heard and to then go deeper as I embark on a prayer walk, create a picture in the art room or write a poem or meditation. Times when I can intentionally place myself in the presence of God and let him work in my life at a deeper level, away from the distractions of everyday life.
The title of this retreat was “Let it be” and focussed on the birth narratives of Jesus found in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke.  It felt a bit of a strange subject to contemplate in the middle of summer!
I was challenged to think about how Mary’s response to the angel (Here I am…Let it be with me according to your word Luke 2:38) could help me to live boldly and generously with faith, hope and love in a new season of life.  I was shown ways in which I could reorientate myself to God and nurture a prayerful presence.





Some of you will be aware that the last twelve months have not been easy for me and I have struggled to discern whether or not I am in the right appointment.  There have been times when I have felt very unhappy.  That it is why I booked the retreat, because I needed some clarity, although just before I went away, I had a conversation with the Chair of District and told her that I had decided to stay.
While I was away, I was using the office of morning prayer from the Northumbria Community.  I discovered that August 5th was St Oswald’s Day.  St Oswald is a northern saint who has a strong historical connection with Durham, where I trained for the ministry.  I found the conclusion of the prayer for St Oswald’s Day particularly helpful:
Help me to find my happiness in my acceptance 
of what is your purpose for me:
in friendly eyes, in work well done, in quietness born of trust,
and, most of all, in the awareness of your presence in my spirit. Amen
If there is something that is troubling you, I hope and pray that Mary’s “Let it be” will be an encouragement to you too.
Blessings
Helen
PREACHERS AT WEYMOUTH BAY for the coming weeks:
All morning services are at 10.30am
6th September	Rev Peter Clark		
13th September	Pam Woodland HC		
			6.30pm Rev Helen Harrell
20th September	Tony Boyden		
27th September	Rev Helen Harrell - Harvest Festival
4th October		Jacqui Trent LA

Harvest Festival is on Sunday 27th September and we will be holding a soup lunch after the service.  Everyone welcome.  Donations will be collected for All We Can.

EXPLORE FAITH TOGETHER
Are you interested in exploring your faith in God more deeply? We are holding an inaugural meeting to find out who may be interested in joining a possible House Group at Weymouth Bay Church.
Meeting Details
· Date: Tuesday 15 September
· Time: 6.30pm to 8.00pm
· Venue: Weymouth Bay Church
· What to expect: A relaxed time to chat about faith, study the Bible, pray and share a simple meal.
Looking Ahead
If there is enough interest, we hope to meet monthly as a House Group.
If you have any questions, would like more information, or if this day is not convenient for you, please contact Jacqui Trent on 07709 601567.

CONCERTS

Although there are no concerts planned for September the new church concert season will begin on 3rd October with Weymouth Concert Brass and the Last Night of the Proms. Tickets available from Pete by phone.

Pete’s phone number has changed, it is now 01305 562985


REGULAR EVENTS 
Prayer group - A short time of prayer in the chapel every Wednesday before the coffee morning.  This is a time for you to bring your own anxieties before the Lord and to pray for the life of our church here at WeyBay and how we can go forward with God.  
Coffee Morning Every Wednesday, 10.00a.m. to 12.00 noon - join us for a warm cuppa, homemade cakes, and great company! Excellent value for money, and a very friendly atmosphere so come along or bring a friend. Stay for a short or a long time, it doesn’t matter, we’d love to see you. It’s all in a good cause too with proceeds going to church funds and the food bank. 


Grace Notes singing group starts again on Wednesday 9th September at 10.30am. New members always welcome. This is a very informal group with lots of chat and laughter. Come and sing and have some fun.  

Cameo– a fellowship group for women, which meets fortnightly on Wednesdays from 2.00p.m. to 3.15p.m.
The next two meetings are:

2nd September – Dorset NHS Governors and their role

16th September – “Here’s one I made earlier” – bring along something you have sewn, knitted, painted, drawn or written to show the group, telling the story behind it

Miscellany, the music group meets in the church every Wednesday from 5-6 pm. This is for anyone who plays a musical instrument, however brilliant or rusty you may be. You would be very welcome.  If you are interested speak to Rosemary or Ailsa for further information. 

Bible Study Group meets on Thursday afternoons at 2pm.  After the summer break we will meet again on Thursday 10th September and we will be looking at the lectionary readings each week. This is a very informal group with lots of opportunity for discussion and everyone is very welcome to join us.

Dementia Cafe: 
The next drop in cafe for people with dementia and their carers is on Friday 4th September.  An afternoon of fun with activities, and of course cake.  More details from Esme on 01305 562985.

Board games afternoon. 

The next of our monthly board games afternoon is on Saturday 19th September.  From October the games afternoons will be on the last Saturday in the month.
Come along and enjoy this fun afternoon for just £2 with light refreshments included.  Why not invite a friend to come with you.  
You are reminded that the correct change is much appreciated.

Garden Gang

The next gardening working party will be on Saturday 26th September - 9am to noon.  If you would like to help maintain our grounds, please feel free to come and join in.  All help gratefully received, you don’t have to come for the whole time.  There will be tea, coffee, cake and of course great company.

Arts & Crafts Fair

Thanks to everyone who helped, donated and visited during the Craft Fair.  Although final figures are not yet confirmed, we did make a profit of £898 at the cafe, plus approximately £92 from stall holders and donations. The bric a brac total of £627will be divided between the church and The Nest.  Well done to everyone.
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