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Minister’s Message
As I write, the England football team have just won their opening match in the FIFA world cup.  Hope is rising that, after 60 years of heartache, England will once again “bring it home”.
This summer we are in for a festival of sport.  Not only do we have the FIFA World Cup, but there is cricket, the grass court tennis season including Wimbledon, and the Commonwealth Games to look forward to, among many other sporting events.
I recognise that sport is not everyone’s cup of tea, and even I get frustrated sometimes when I switch on the TV to watch one of my favourite programs only to find the schedule being disrupted by a rugby match!
However, the power of sport to bring people together and unite them in a common cause cannot be denied.  My last sabbatical coincided with the Commonwealth Games in Birmingham, and because I could get a train into Birmingham in only 30 minutes, I spent some of my time on sabbatical volunteering for the Games.  I was assigned to the Ceremonies Team, so before the Games I was involved in booking in other volunteers – dancers, musicians, costume makers, artists etc for their shifts.  It was quite exciting to see Ozzy the Bull being put through his paces at the old Longbridge motor-works site, where all the rehearsals and other behind the scenes stuff took place.  Even though I was meant to be “backroom” staff, when it came to the Opening Ceremony, because of the lack of volunteers, I unexpectedly found myself lining up with athletes from across the globe as they waited to join the procession into the main arena.  The atmosphere was electric and it was lovely to see the vibrant colours of the various countries’ national dress and to join in with the singing and dancing.  There was a real sense of joy and expectation.
When an athlete or a team stands on the podium to receive their medal or trophy, it is easy to forget that their success is in part due to the team of people behind them – the coaches, the physios, nutritionists, sports psychologists and of course, the family members who have journeyed with them from the earliest days, perhaps driving miles to take them to training sessions and minor competitions and standing in the wind and the rain as they offered support and encouragement.
Sometimes when we have enjoyed a service or an event at church, it is easy to forget that it doesn’t just happen.  There is a hard-working team of people who give their time and energy in the service of God, from the people who move tables and chairs, make refreshments, arrange flowers, provide music, contact preachers and welcome people, to those who clean, maintain the grounds, take bookings, arrange property repairs and a whole host of other people doing tasks behind the scenes.
May God help us to be aware of those people, to appreciate them and let them know that what they do is valued.  Just a simple “Thank you” can mean so much.
Every blessing

Helen





We were sorry to learn of the death of Dennis Bennett.  Dennis was a member of WeyBay church and regularly attended evening services with his family.  We send our sympathy to his wife Dorothy, daughter Teresa and family.  Dennis’s funeral will be at the church on Friday 10th July at 1pm.


PREACHERS AT WEYMOUTH BAY July and August:
All morning services are at 10.30am

5th July	Stewards Local Arrangement
12th July	Rev Helen Harrell HC		
19th July	Rev Gwyneth Owen	
    5pm	Circuit Service at Tolpuddle  (Note Time)	
26th July	Angela Gardner
2nd August	Richard Lownsbrough
     6.30pm	Open Table Service Rev Helen Harrell
9th August	Jacqui Trent
16th August	Rev Helen Harrell HC
23rd August	Colin Farrant
30th August	Flora Waring
     6.30pm	Rev John Yarrien

	


REGULAR EVENTS 
Prayer group - A short time of prayer in the chapel every Wednesday before the coffee morning.  This is a time for you to bring your own anxieties before the Lord and to pray for the life of our church here at WeyBay and how we can go forward with God.  
Coffee Morning Every Wednesday, 10.00a.m. to 12.00 noon - join us for a warm cuppa, homemade cakes, and great company! Excellent value for money, and a very friendly atmosphere so come along or bring a friend. Stay for a short or a long time, it doesn’t matter, we’d love to see you. It’s all in a good cause with proceeds going to church funds and the food bank. 

Grace Notes singing group will be having a break for the summer.  We will finish on Wednesday on15th July and restart on 9th September at the usual time of 10.30am.   Why not come and join us?  New members are always welcome at this very informal group with lots of chat and laughter. Come and sing and have some fun.  

Cameo– 
In July and August we only meet once a month, at the church, for tea and a natter. These sessions are open to all. All welcome at 2.00p.m. on Wednesday July 8th and Wednesday August 5th.

Miscellany, the music group meets in the church on Wednesday from 5-6 pm.  The last practice in July will be on Wednesday 22nd then, after a short break will start again on Wednesday 2nd September.   This is for anyone who plays a musical instrument, however brilliant or rusty you may be. You would be very welcome.  If you are interested speak to Rosemary or Ailsa for further information.

Bible Study Group is having a break during July and August.  We will meet again on Thursday 10th September at 2 pm.   Please do consider coming along to this very informal group.

Dementia Cafe: 
The next drop in cafe for people with dementia and their carers is on  Friday 3rd July and again on Friday 7th August.  
An afternoon of fun with activities, and of course cake. 2 00pm – 4 00pm More details from Esme on 01305 812637


Board games 
There will be no board games afternoons during July and August.  The next one will be Saturday 26th September at the usual time of 3pm

Garden Gang
The next gardening working parties will be on Saturday 25th July and Saturday 29th August from 9am to noon.  If you would like to help maintain our grounds, please feel free to come and join in.  All help gratefully received, you don’t have to come for the whole time.  There will be tea, coffee, cake and of course great company.

Rev Ruth and Richard Lownsbrough 

You are invited to an Open Day at Ruth and Richard Lownsbrough’s
on Saturday 18 July at 81 St Swithins Road, Bridport, DT6 5DH

This is an informal drop in event taking place between 10am and 4pm

· Coffee* and cake will be provided in the morning

· Hot dogs with bread rolls will be served between 12 and 2pm

· Tea* and cake will be available in the afternoon

· Other beverages also available

Please, no gifts, your presence is enough

No RSVP required, just come as you are able

This event is for our friends on Portland and the churches Ruth was minister to in Weymouth

We look forward to seeing you

With our love   

Ruth and Richard 


CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
Altogether we raised £919.50 for Christian Aid Week this year. This included donations from Weybay, Chickerell and Lanehouse congregations, together with proceeds from the Big Breakfast and the quiz. Thank you all so much for your contributions and helping to run the events.
Jackie 


Arts and Crafts Fair 
This year our Arts and Crafts Fair will be open for four days from 
Tuesday 18th August to Friday 21st August 10.00a.m. to 3.00p.m. (inclusive)
We will have lots of stalls selling all sorts of crafts including jewellery, cards, aprons, pictures, frames and other items suitable for presents. Our popular bric-a-brac stall will also be back.  There will be bacon butties, home made cakes and other refreshments on sale too.
Look out for further notices to see how you can help to make this event a successful occasion as we need the funds raised to maintain the upkeep and mission work of the church.
We will be looking for people to help with refreshments – both behind the counter and in the kitchen, make cakes, collect money or chat to visitors.  
Please book these dates and come along to enjoy the crafts and refreshments.  
We need your bric-a-brac, please speak to Mary for more information.


The next collection for Ukraine will go out in August.  Heather will be grateful to receive any donations of warm clothing, over the counter medicines etc you are able to make.

Chickerell Methodist Chapel 

Gift Day and Cream Tea
We will be holding a Gift Day at Chickerell on
Saturday 4th July from 2.00 – 4.00. 
Your gifts will be gratefully received towards the upkeep of our Chapel
which was built in 1865 and is a focal point of the area for many 
as well as being the home to the Ducklings Pre-School.
Cream Teas will be available (£5 each
please book in advance by phoning or texting
Pam on 07795 167 750 and pay on the day).
Tea/coffee and biscuits will also be served during the afternoon.

______________________________________________________________________________
Peace on the Beach 
The waves lapping caress the sand
Such perfect peace no earthly being can understand
Watching the tide roll in on the stony shore
Makes me breathe gently and hope for more
The breeze whispers softly, poems of paradise
Like heaven’s tongue speaking words of light
The sun kissed waters shimmer and flow
And seagulls circling up high on the wind spy the sea below
As I relax, I hear the waves crashing
A cascade of bliss, tumbling down into nothing
The sea glistens, in the afternoon sun
Peace is the place to be until the day is done

Ken Digby
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