[image: https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/5695/re_methodist_logo_hiresbw.jpg]
WEYBAY NEWS
A monthly what’s on
June 2026

[image: Image result for cross design]All things bright and beautiful
All creatures great and small
All things wise and wonderful
The Lord God made them all

Cecil Frances Alexander 1848
Weymouth Bay is part of the Dorset South and West Circuit
Minister
Revd Helen Harrell	helen.harrell@methodist.org.uk 01305 602723
Circuit Administrators
Maria Jacobson			07570 036288
Jacqui Trent			07709601567
Wey Bay Booking Secretary 	 weybay@yahoo.com 01305457510
Web Circuit address:		www.dsw.church
Facebook:			Facebook@weybaychurch

Weymouth Bay Methodist Church, 32 Melcombe Avenue, DT4 7TH 
Contact the newsletter production team for entries in future newsletters.
Ailsa Binnie			binnie148@btinternet.com
Jean Capp			jean@thecapps.co.uk
Jackie Chevis			jackietweymouth@yahoo.com
Minister’s Message
At the end of May, my niece organised a naming ceremony for her daughter, my great-niece, Zoe.  The name Zoe derives from the Greek word for “life” and its Hebrew equivalent is Eve.  I don’t know for certain, but I guess the name was chosen in part, because my niece tragically lost her first daughter 72 hours after birth.
Names are important and most parents take a great deal of time deliberating over the choice of name for their new-born. Perhaps the name is influenced by names that have been carried down through the generations, or in the case of my great-nephew, Patrick, the family’s cultural roots.  Other considerations may be given to what the child’s initials might spell (Margaret Ann Dawes – MAD) or to avoid unfortunate combinations (Doug Graves or Carrie Oakey).
In the Bible, names are far more than mere labels; they represent a person’s essence, character and destiny.  When God initiated a new season or altered a person’s destiny, he often changed their name to reflect this:
· Abram, meaning “exalted father” was changed to Abraham, meaning “father of many nations” to seal God’s promises.
· Jacob, which means “deceiver” was changed to Israel, meaning “he struggles with God” marking his spiritual transformation.
· Jesus renamed his disciple Simon to Peter (meaning “rock”), signifying his role in the foundation of the church.
The power to name implies authority and dominion.  In Genesis, God gave humankind the responsibility of naming the animals, demonstrating the authority of stewardship over creation.
The names of God himself, reveal his multifaceted character as in the chorus:
Jehovah Jireh,  God will provide
Jehovah Rophe,  God heals
Jehovah M’keddesh, God who sanctifies,
Jehovah Nissi, God is my banner.
Jehovah Rohi, God my shepherd,
Jehovah Shalom, God is peace,
Jehovah Tsidkenu, God our righteousness,
Jehovah Shammah, God who is there.
Names are also deeply relational.  Throughout the scriptures, God intimately knows his people by name.  One of my favourite verses is Isaiah 43:1 “God says: “Don’t be afraid, because I have saved you.  I have called you by name, and you are mine.”  One of my most precious memories is of being at an ordination service and the President of Conference who received me into Full Connexion, used my name as he placed the communion bread in my hands.
My mum wanted to call me Hilary, but settled on Helen, after deciding that Hilary Harrell was a bit of a mouthful!  I’m glad she did, because the name Helen means “light”.  When I travelled to Israel in 1994, I was taken to one side and quizzed extensively, because the security guard thought my surname sounded Jewish. “Har El” in Hebrew, translates as “Mountain of God”.  Light on the mountain of God – I like that!
Every blessing
Helen




PREACHERS AT WEYMOUTH BAY for the coming weeks:
All morning services are at 10.30am

7th June	Rev Helen Harrell Annual Church Meeting
14th June	Rev John Yarrien HC	
21st June	Roger Phillips
		6.30pm	Rev Helen Harrell	
28th June	Pam Woodland	


On June 7th, as part of the Sunday service, we will have our General Church Meeting. The purpose of the meeting is mainly for fellowship, to reflect on what we have done in the past year and to share our hopes and dreams for the future. The meeting also has to elect the Church Stewards and representatives to the Church Council.  We will do this as part of the service. 

Au revoir but not goodbye 

We were very sorry a while back when the Property and Finance Committee received a letter of resignation from Verna at the end of her contract. She had already worked an extra year, but we were hoping she would extend it again, but we do understand her reasoning.  What shall we do without her?  Verna will be greatly missed by so many. She has always gone over and above her role in making sure everything runs smoothly.  She has been instrumental in securing many of our bookings and they have appreciated her friendly organised approach. With all the new legislations to put in place we know that this has not made the job easy, but now all done, will be easier in the future.   We shall miss you Verna but you do deserve a long well-earned rest, and we hope that we will still see you around church but now can be more relaxed. 

We have appointed a replacement. Lynne Reid will take up her appointment in a couple of weeks, and we look forward to working with her. 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
Many thanks to all who helped and came to the Big Breakfast and Quiz night in May.  So far we have raised £434.35 (£278.35 from Big Breakfast and £156 from the quiz.)  There will be more to come when donation collections have been finalised and counted.


REGULAR EVENTS 
Prayer group - A short time of prayer in the chapel every Wednesday before the coffee morning.  This is a time for you to bring your own anxieties before the Lord and to pray for the life of our church here at WeyBay and how we can go forward with God.  
Coffee Morning Every Wednesday, 10.00a.m. to 12.00 noon - join us for a warm cuppa, homemade cakes, and great company! Excellent value for money, and a very friendly atmosphere so come along or bring a friend. Stay for a short or a long time, it doesn’t matter, we’d love to see you .It’s all in a good cause too with proceeds going to church funds and the food bank. 

Grace Notes singing group meets every Wednesday at 
10.30am. New members always welcome. This is a very informal group with lots of chat and laughter. Come and sing and have some fun.  

Cameo– a fellowship group for women, which meets fortnightly on Wednesdays from 2.00p.m. to 3.15pm.
Meeting in June is –
10th June – A trip to Tumbledown Farm.  We will be going to see Alan Chambers at the farm to see this interesting project.  Nearer the time we will organize lifts for people who need them.


Miscellany, the music group meets in the church every Wednesday from 5-6 pm. This is for anyone who plays a musical instrument, however brilliant or rusty you may be. You would be very welcome.  If you are interested speak to Rosemary or Ailsa for further information. 

Bible Study Group meets on Thursday afternoons at 2pm.  when we discuss the lectionary readings for the coming week. This is a very informal group with lots of opportunity for discussion and everyone is very welcome to join us.

Dementia Cafe: 
The next drop in cafe for people with dementia and their carers is on Friday 5th June    An afternoon of fun with activities, and of course cake. 2 00pm – 4 00pm More details from Esme on 01305 812637

Board games afternoon. 
The next of our monthly board games afternoon is on Saturday 
27th June
Come along and enjoy this fun afternoon for just £2 with light refreshments included.  Why not invite a friend to come with you.  
You are reminded that the correct change is much appreciated.
There will be no games afternoons in July and August, but we’ll be back in September.

Garden Gang
The next gardening working party will be on Saturday 27th June     9am to noon.  If you would like to help maintain our grounds, please feel free to come and join in.  All help gratefully received, you don’t have to come for the whole time.  There will be tea, coffee, cake and of course great company.
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