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Alleluia, alleluia,
Give thanks to the risen Lord.
Alleluia, alleluia,
Give praise to his name
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Minister’s Messsge
Dear Friends,
Alleluia! Jesus Christ is risen.
 The long dark days of Lent are over, we have journeyed with Jesus to the Cross and now we can celebrate his resurrection and the joy of Easter and the hope of eternal life.
Over the past three years part of my Lenten discipline has been to take part in the Lent Knit-along offered by Victoria Methodist Church in Bristol.  Each week during Lent, knitting instructions are sent out, together with a reflection to read or suggestions of music to listen to and meditate upon while I knit.
It is always an interesting experience and very much an act of faith.  Normally, when I embark on a knitting project, I have the complete instructions and a picture of what the finished article will look like.  Other than being informed that by Easter Day this year I will have knitted a shawl that can also be made into a poncho, I am completely in the dark.  It is a complicated pattern, that demands my full attention and the only way I know I haven’t made a mistake is by making sure I have the correct number of stitches between the place markers.  Sometimes (especially if I had got engrossed in the Olympic curling matches) the numbers didn’t add up and I found myself having to unpick one or more rows until I was certain I was back on track.  As I write this, there are still two more weeks to go, but I trust that by Easter Sunday I will have successfully completed the shawl.
The process of knitting the shawl has got me thinking about the journey of faith.  When we start out, we know at the end of it we will have the promise of eternal life – won for us by Jesus’ resurrection from death on Easter Sunday.  However, the way to get there is not always easy.  We are given instructions (the Bible) but sometimes it is difficult to make sense of what is being asked of us.  We cannot always be certain that we are on the right path,  because we cannot see the full picture.As St Paul writes in his first letter to the Corinthians “For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we will see face to face.  Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have been fully known.”  (1 Cor 13:12)As we prayerfully study the Bible, then God’s plan for our lives can become clearer.  Inevitably, because we are human, we make mistakes and lose our way.  The Good News is that when we stray all is not lost, Jesus seeks us out and finds us and puts us back on track – our relationship with God is restored and we are welcomed back with open arms, like those of the Prodigal Father.  That is a cause for celebration, not just at Easter, but every day that God gives us breath.
Every blessing
	Helen

PREACHERS AT WEYMOUTH BAY for the coming weeks:
All morning services are at 10.30am
5th April			Rev Steph Jenner (HC)		  12th April			Rev Helen Harrell
19th April			David de Gruchy
26th April	No morning service
		3pm service led by the Salvation Army	
3rd May			Chris Smith	

Please note there will be no morning service on 26th April. The Salvation Army will be leading our service at 3pm that afternoon.  This is always a joyful afternoon of music and worship and we look forward to welcoming them once more.	

There is no evening service at WeyBay during April.  However there will be an Easter Offering service at United Church Dorchester on19th April at 6.30pm.  This will be led by Rev John Yarrien and everyone is welcome.
HOLY WEEK SERVICES IN THE CIRCUIT:

Maundy Thursday 2nd April 
6 pm 	Service at WeyBay led by Rev Helen Harrell
7.30 pm	Tenebrae Service at UC Dorchester led by Rev J Yarrien
Good Friday 3rd April	
10.30 am 	Service of Light and Darkness at Lanehouse church led by Angela Gardner
11 am 	Service at Portesham led by Rev Jane Wilson
2 pm	UC Dorchester, led by Rev J Yarrien
2.30 pm,	Short service at Chickerell followed by tea and hot cross buns
	
Further information of events in the wider circuit during Holy Week can be seen on the notice board in the lobby by the kitchen.
 


CHURCH ANNIVERSARY AND GIFT DAY 
Our church anniversary last month  celebrated 17 years since our church was  opened in 2009.  
The Saturday coffee morning was well attended and everyone enjoyed the various craft activities or simply chatting over refreshments, including of course our now famous bacon butties.  
Our Sunday anniversary service was a joyful occasion led by our Minister Rev Helen Harrell, followed by a lunch of soup and profiteroles.  Many thanks to those who provided the catering over the weekend and everyone who helped with the preparation, crafts. serving the refreshments or in any other way.  All your hard work was very much appreciated.
The total raised for church funds from gifts, donations and refreshments was just over £1720. THANK YOU EVERYONE.

 CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 10th - 16th May 2026

There will be two events running at WeyBay during Christian Aid week.  The Big Brekkie will be during the coffee morning on 13th May with bacon buttie and cakes available alongside refreshments.  On Friday 15th May the Big Quiz will start at 6.30pm, entrance fee is £7 per person with a ploughman’s supper.  Please put the dates in your diary and start to think about a team name for the quiz.  Signing up for the quiz will start mid-April.

CONCERTS
The current series of concerts has now finished but will resume on Saturday 3rd October with Last Night of the Proms with Weymouth Concert Brass

REGULAR EVENTS 
Prayer group - A short time of prayer in the chapel every Wednesday before the coffee morning.  This is a time for you to bring your own anxieties before the Lord and to pray for the life of our church here at WeyBay and how we can go forward with God.  
Coffee Morning Every Wednesday, 10.00a.m. to 12.00 noon - join us for a warm cuppa, homemade cakes, and great company! Excellent value for money, and a very friendly atmosphere so come along or bring a friend. Stay for a short or a long time, it doesn’t matter, we’d love to see you.It’s all in a good cause too with proceeds going to church funds and the food bank. 


Grace Notes singing group meets every Wednesday at 
10.30am. New members always welcome. This is a very informal group with lots of chat and laughter. Come and sing and have some fun.  

Cameo– a fellowship group for women, which meets fortnightly on Wednesdays from 2.00p.m. to 3.15p.m.

The next two meetings are:
1st April – Avoiding Food Poisoning. Helpful advice from Sharon Woodgate after her many years as a food technology teacher.
15th April - Rev Helen – “Operation Restoration Bolivia – bringing hope to children living on the streets of Bolivia”

Future dates to follow.


Miscellany, the music group meets in the church every Wednesday from 5-6 pm. This is for anyone who plays a musical instrument, however brilliant or rusty you may be. You would be very welcome.  If you are interested speak to Rosemary or Ailsa for further information. The group is having a couple of weeks  break over Easter and will meet again on 15th April.

Bible Study Group meets on Thursday afternoons at 2pm.  After a short Easter break we will meet again on Thursday 23rd April when we will be looking at the lectionary readings each week. This is a very informal group with lots of opportunity for discussion and everyone is very welcome to join us.

Dementia Cafe: 
The next drop in cafe for people with dementia and their carers is on Friday 3rd Apr.  An afternoon of fun with activities, and of course cake.  More details from Esme on 01305 812637





Board games afternoon. 

The next of our monthly board games afternoon is on Saturday 
Saturday 25th April.
Come along and enjoy this fun afternoon for just £2 with light refreshments included.  Why not invite a friend to come with you.  
You are reminded that the correct change is much appreciated.


Garden Gang
The next gardening working party will be on Saturday 25th April     9am to noon.  If you would like to help maintain our grounds, please feel free to come and join in.  All help gratefully received, you don’t have to come for the whole time.  There will be tea, coffee, cake and of course great company.




Easter Blessings to everyone from the WeyBay News team
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After much devoted service Verna Osment will be retiring soon from her post as Premises and Bookings Manager.  We will miss Verna very much and appreciate all the work she has done to make the job easier for the next postholder.   
.

Weymouth Bay Methodist Church
[image: MethodistLogo-Only]32 Melcombe Avenue
Weymouth DT4 7TH

Premises and Bookings Manager
We are looking for someone with experience of teamwork and good organisational skills to work with the church to manage its bookings and ensure our premises are clean and safe for all users.  The successful applicant will be self motivated and a good communicator and administrator.  
This is a part time appointment.  Working hours are 10 hours per week, to be worked flexibly as required, including some weekend working.  The salary is £7800.00 (based on an hourly rate of £15.00). 
A basic DBS check will be required.
For further information and an application form please contact Jacqui Trent weybaymc@yahoo.com or 07709 601 567.  Closing date 15 April 2026

Interviews will take place on 29 April 2026
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