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Jesus is the name we honour,
Jesus is the name we praise.
Majestic name above all other names,
The highest heaven and earth proclaim 
That Jesus is our God
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Minister’s Messsge
Dear Friends,
On Boxing Day someone posted a picture on FaceBook of Cadbury Crème Eggs and Mini-eggs that they had seen in the supermarket, with a comment about the inappropriateness, given that we were still in the season of Christmas.  It seems that the passing of the seasons is now marked by the changing colours of what is in the “Seasonal aisle”of the shops, rather than changes in nature.  There is green and gold for Christmas, red for Valentine’s Day, pink for Mother’s Day and yellow for Easter! There was another FB post with a picture of a pastor, labelled “Clergy family finally resting after Advent and Christmas” with a menacing figure dressed in black, creeping up behind him labelled “Lent”.  Even in the Church, no sooner do we get one season out of the way, than our focus turns to the next with little time to draw breath or reflect on what has just been. (I’ve already had people asking me about Good Friday services!)
Shrove Tuesday this year falls on February 17th (and I cheekily asked if we could have pancakes when we were fixing the date for Easton’s Church Council) with Ash Wednesday on February 18th marking the beginning of Lent.  Lent is a time when we remember how Jesus set his face towards Jerusalem in readiness for his death on Good Friday.  Those of us who observe Lent use the 40 days to travel with Jesus, remembering his suffering and betrayals.  Traditionally, many people choose to give up something – chocolate, cake, alcohol – as a way of acknowledging the ultimate sacrifice that Jesus made on the cross.  In more recent years, people have made sacrifices in other ways, by donating an item a day to a food bank, or an item of clothing to a charity shop or going without a meal and giving the money saved to a good cause, by giving up an hour a week to do voluntary work or to attend a Lent Study group.  The last couple of years I have taken part in the Victoria Methodist Church’s mystery Lent Knit-along, where I have reflected on the published Bible passages and meditations, whilst following the portion of the knitting pattern for the day.  (If you are a knitter and want to find out more, let me know and I will give you the details).
Whatever way we choose to observe Lent, let us not forget the reason for the season.  I invite you to use this time to reflect on what Jesus’ death means for you personally.  Can you believe that Jesus loves you so much that he died for your wrongdoings and that he rose again on Easter Sunday, breaking the power of death, so that you can be reconciled to God and enter into eternal life with him?
Whatever your situation, whether you have been a Christian for years or are just starting out on your journey of faith, my prayer is that you will discover a deeper relationship with God during this season of Lent.
Every blessing
	Helen
PREACHERS AT WEYMOUTH BAY for the coming weeks:
All morning services are at 10.30am

1st February			Pam Woodland			
8th February			Peter Jenner			 
15th February			Rev John Yarrien
       6.30pm               	Pam Woodland	
22nd February		Rev Helen Harrell (H.C.)	
FAMILY NEWS

The Christmas period and beginning of 2026 have brought quite a lot of sadness to WeyBay.  Our dear friend Dr David Evans died shortly before Christmas and a thanksgiving service for his life, led by Rev John Yarrien, was held on 15th January following cremation at Weymouth Crematorium.   David, with his wife Christine, was a member of WeyBay and previously at Maiden Street for many years.  He did an enormous amount of work for the church over the years, most recently operating the sound system and providing music electronically when required.  We shall miss David greatly and send our loving sympathy to Christine, their three sons Michael, Nicholas and Richard, their 
wives and all the grandchildre.

Also at Christmas we heard of the death of Fred Jones who attended WeyBay with his partner Jill Havler for some years before they moved to their new home in Poundbury.  Fred’s funeral was at the crematorium on January 16th.  We were also greatly saddened by the death of Wendy Cohen .  She had been very ill for a while and died in Weldmar Hospice on New Year’s Eve.  Wendy came to this church a few years ago and became a loved and valued member of our congregation.  Her funeral was held in Edgware, London on 6th January.
We remember all these friends with love.  We shall miss them and hold their families in our prayers.

COMING EVENTS

Saturday 21st February 7.30pm: Kevin Morgan with The Moonlight Swing Band
Saturday 21st March 7.30pm: Matt Barge with the Bridport Big Band
Tickets £12 on door or £10 in advance from Pete 01305 812637
(cash please)

REGULAR EVENTS 

Coffee Morning Every Wednesday, 10.00a.m. to 12.00 noon - join us for a warm cuppa, homemade cakes, and great company! You get excellent value for money and a very friendly atmosphere so come along or bring a friend. Stay for a short or a long time, it doesn’t matter, we’d love to see you. It’s all in a good cause too with proceeds going to church funds and the food bank. 
Prayer group - A short time of prayer in the chapel every Wednesday before the coffee morning.  This is a time for you to bring your own anxieties before the Lord and also to pray for the life of our church here at WeyBay and how we can go forward with God.  


Grace Notes singing group meets every Wednesday at 
10.30am. New members always welcome. This is a very informal group with lots of chat and laughter. Come and sing and have some fun.  

Cameo– a fellowship group for women, which meets fortnightly on Wednesdays from 2.00p.m. to 3.15p.m. 
 Our meetings for February are:
Feb 4th:  Silk Painting with Pam Woodland.  A relaxing and therapeutic session and you will be able to take your artwork home.  Suitable for everyone.
Feb 18th:  Abbotsbury Swannery.  Swanherd Steve Groves will talk about the history of the Swannery and what happens there today.
Miscellany, the music group meets in the church every Wednesday from 5-6 pm. This is for anyone who plays a musical instrument, however brilliant or rusty you may be. You would be very welcome.  If you are interested speak to Rosemary or Ailsa for further information.

Bible Study Group
Meets on Thursday afternoons at 2pm.  This is a very informal group with lots of opportunity for discussion.  At present we are looking at the lectionary readings for each week and will be starting a Lent course later in the month.

Dementia Cafe: 
The next drop in cafe for people with dementia and their carers is on Friday 6th February.  An afternoon of fun with activities, music and of course cake. 
More details from Esme on 01305 812637



Board games afternoon. 
The next of our monthly board games afternoons is on Saturday 28th February from 3pm to 5pm and again on Saturday 28th March.  
Come along and enjoy this fun afternoon for just £2 with light refreshments included.  Why not invite a friend to come with you.  
You are reminded that the correct change is much appreciated.

Garden Gang
The next gardening working parties will be on Saturday 28th February and 28th March from 9am to noon.  If you would like to help maintain our grounds, please feel free to come and join in.  All help gratefully received, you don’t have to come for the whole time.  There will be tea, coffee, cake and of course great company.

Christmas Fayre
It seems a long time now since the Christmas Fayre, but during the following weeks even more goods were sold. This means that together with money from the stall holders £675.40 was raised for the Bus Shelter.  This was in addition to the £400 or so profit  taken for food which  benefited  the church. Many thanks to Norma for organising this and to all her “Happy Helpers”.

A message from Heather Stanlake
John and I wish to say thank you to everyone in the church for all they have contributed for Ukraine.  
I had hoped when I started collecting for them that the war would, by now, have shown signs of ending but It is not happening.
We have enjoyed so many social occasions at Weybay since we moved here and appreciate the work you all do.
Thank you all very much and we wish you all a very happy and healthy New Year.
From John & Heather

image1.jpeg
AR
The Methodist Churcﬁ'




image2.png
N
7

77




